
Teaching Phonics
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Home: Daily Home Readers
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This is where you play a vital role.



The Initial Code: Reception



“Say the sounds read the word.”



Link to useful video clip

Saying the pure sounds youtube

Error Corrections

Error: Child adds an /uh/ sound to letters eg muh.

Response: Say it like this /m/

https://youtu.be/a8ZMfYjdN-s


What are we trying to teach in the initial code?

We want the children to apply their knowledge to longer words so when they see the letters 

< s > < p > < o > < t >, they say and hear /s/ /p/ /o/ /t/ ‘spot'. 

“Say the sounds read the word.”

spot
Say the sounds point to the letters

Read the word – gesture left to right under the word



Error Corrections

Error: The child misses out a letter e.g says - sot

Response: Point to the missing letter (p) and say if this were sot this 
letter wouldn’t be here. Say the sounds and read the word.

spot



Initial Code (Reception)

Unit Word Structure Sounds High Frequency Words

IC Unit 1 CVC a, i, m, s, t

IC Unit 2 CVC n, o, p is, a

IC Unit 3 CVC b, c, g, h the, I

IC Unit 4 CVC d, e, f, v for, of

IC Unit 5 CVC k, l, r, u to are

IC Unit 6 CVC j, w, z was

IC Unit 7 CVC x, y, ff, ll ss, zz all

IC Unit 8 VCC & CVCC

Using the previously 
taught sounds

come, some

IC Unit 9 CCVC

IC Unit 10
CCVCC,

CVCCC, CCCVC

IC Unit 11
sh, ch, th, ck, wh,

ng, qu
there, their, these,
what, where, who





What are we trying to teach in the extended code?

We want the children to learn that letters are symbols for sounds, so that when they see the letters 

< s > < ee > < d >, they say and hear /s/ /ee/ /d/ ‘seed'. 

“two letters but just one sound.”

seed
Say the sounds point to the letters

Read the word – gesture left to right under the word



Error Corrections
Please remember most learning comes from making and correcting errors. 

So how we do this is important.

Error: child say s/e/e/d/

Response: Point to /ee/ and say “two letters one sound /ee/”.

Point to /ee/ and say “say /ee/here

“Say the sounds and read the word.”

“two letters but just one sound.”

seed



What are we trying to teach in the extended code?

We want the children to learn that a sound can be spelt in different ways.

play, train, great, cake

“one sound but different spellings.”

Say the sounds point to the letters

Read the word – gesture left to right under the word

We want the children Initially the children are introduced to the more common ways of 

spelling a sound, then later (Y2) they will be introduced to more spellings

a, ei, ey, eigh



Error Corrections
Please remember most learning comes from making and correcting errors. 

So how we do this is important.

Response: Point to /ay/ and say

“This is a way of spelling /ae/but in this word it’s this spelling - ai.”

“Say the sounds and write the word.”

Error: 
They spell rain as rayn



Extended Code (Year 1 to Year 2) 

Unit /Sounds/ 
Spellings 

Spellings 
/Sounds/ 

EC Unit 1 
/ae/ 

ai, ay, ea, a-e 

EC Unit 2 
/ee/ 

e, ea, ee, y, ie, e-e 

EC Unit 3 
ea 

/ae/ (great) & /ee/ (team) 

EC Unit 4 
/oe/ 

o, oa, o-e, ou, ow, oe 

EC Unit 5 
o 

/oe/ (no) & /o/ (hot) 

EC Unit 6 
/er/ 

er, ir, or, ur 

EC Unit 7 
/e/ 

e, ea, ai 

EC Unit 8 
/ow/ 

ou, ow 

EC Unit 9 
ow 

/ow/ (cow) & /oe/ (snow) 

EC Unit 10 
m/oo/n 

oo, ou, ue, ew, u-e, o 

EC Unit 11 
/ie/ 

i, igh, y, ie, i-e 

EC Unit 12 
b/oo/k 

oo, u, oul 
 



Home: Daily Home Readers



Everyday words





.





Supporting at home…
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Supporting at home…



Sounds-Write Parent and carers course information

https://www.sounds-write.co.uk/parents-carers/support-for-parents-carers/







