
 

SCHEDULE OF RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS CELEBRATED WITHIN SCHOOL 

 

In addition to the topics covered within the long term RE plan, the school celebrates key festivals 
from the six main world religions as detailed below. Each class will receive a resource pack of 
materials to support teaching provided by the subject leader, this ensures progression of tasks 

across the school.  

Additional supporting resources may be found in the RE central resource area in the office lobby 
area. Each festival will culminate in a sharing celebration and a display of work on the office lobby 

display area. 

 

 

 

 Autumn Spring Summer 
Cycle 

A 
Christmas (DECEMBER) Easter (MARCH/APRIL) Pentecost (MAY) 

Diwali (NOVEMBER) Baisakhi (APRIL) 
Diwali (NOVEMBER) 

Cycle 
B 

Christmas (DECEMBER) Easter (MARCH/APRIL) Lailat ul Bara'h (Night of 
Forgiveness) and Ramadan 

Hannukah (DECEMBER) 
 

Holi (MARCH) Vesak (NB 2021 Spr) 

Christianity  

Islam  

Judaism  

Sikhism  

Hinduism  

Buddhism  



 

 

 

Religion   Festival Info Date/Term Cycle A/B 
Christianity 1 Christmas Christmas celebrates the Birth of Jesus 

Christ 
Autumn 2 A and B 

Christianity 2 Easter Easter celebrates the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ following his crucifixion 

Spring 2 A and B 

Christianity 3 Pentecost Pentecost celebrates the visit and presence 
of the Holy Spirit and the Ascension to 
Heaven 

Summer A 

Judaism  1 Hannukkah Hanukkah is a Jewish festival 
commemorating the rededication of the 
Second Temple in Jerusalem at the time of 
the Maccabean Revolt against the Seleucid 
Empire. It is also known as the Festival of 
Lights.  

10 
December 

B 

Hinduism, 
Jainism and 
Sikhism  

1 Diwali Celebrated by Hindus, Jains and Sikhs​, 
Diwali is a festival of lights and one of the 
major festivals. 

4 November 
2021 

 
 

A 

Hindu  2 Holi Holi is a popular ancient Hindu​ festival, 
also known as the Indian "festival of 
spring", the "festival of colours", and the 
"festival of love". The festival signifies the 
triumph of good over evil. 

Sun, 28 Mar 
2021 – 
Mon, 29 
Mar 2021 

B 

Sikhism​.  2 Baisakhi Vaisakhi, also pronounced as Baisakhi is a 
historical and religious festival in Sikhism​. 
It is usually celebrated on 13 or 14 April 
every year, and celebrates the start of the 
month of Vaisakha. For Sikhs, the day 
commemorates the formation of Khalsa 

14 April 
2022 

A 

https://www.google.com/search?q=diwali+date&safe=strict&sa=X&rlz=1C1GCEA_enGB802GB802&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgFuLUz9U3MErPK8hRAjMNLdMKsrT4nPNzc_PzgjNTUssTK4sXMUpkJ1vpp5al5pUU62fk52SmJFZapSSWpBYvYuVOySxPzMlUAHEBkh1D_VEAAAA&biw=1280&bih=913&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&fir=W8q9abYw1AqFmM%252CG32EbwShQkvY-M%252C%252Fm%252F019fpj&vet=1&usg=AI4_-kT8HexbcGLNIL8bzohKqygsJr6lUg&ved=2ahUKEwig3eXf_7HtAhUQh1wKHW0GAa0Q_B16BAgHEAE#imgrc=W8q9abYw1AqFmM


 

panth of warriors under Guru Gobind Singh 
in 1699 

Buddhism 1 Vesak Vesak, also known as Buddha Jayanti, 
Buddha Purnima and Buddha Day, is a 
holiday traditionally observed by Buddhists 
and some Hindus in South and Southeast 
Asia as well as Tibet and Mongolia. The 
festival commemorates the birth, 
enlightenment, and death of Gautama 
Buddha in Theravada and Tibetan 
Buddhism 

8 April 21 B 

Islam  1 Lailat ul 
Bara'h 
(Night of 
Forgivenes
s) and 
Ramadan ​(
Ramadhan) 

Lailat ul Bara'h (Night of Forgiveness) is the 
15th night of Shabaan and takes place two 
weeks before  ​Ramadan​. It is the time 
when Muslims seek forgiveness for their 
sins and believe that on this night one's 
destiny is fixed for the year ahead.​ Muslims 
may visit the graves of relatives and the 
giving to charity is also traditional. The 
wording 'Lailat ul Bara'h' is 
Arabic; ​layltun​ meaning night 
and ​baraat​ meaning forgiveness. 
Ramadan is the ninth month of the Islamic 
calendar, and a time when Muslims across 
the world will fast during the hours of 
daylight. 
The day Ramadan begins is decided by the 
sighting of the new moon. Muslims believe 
that the gates of Heaven (Jannah) are open 
and the gates of Hell (Jahanam) are locked 
for the duration of Ramadan. 
During Ramadan, Muslims celebrate the 
time when the verses of the Qur'an were 
revealed to the Prophet Muhammad (peace 
be upon him). Ramadan is a time of 
worship and contemplation. A time to 
strengthen family and community ties. 

Summer B 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/practices/ramadan_1.shtml

