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Y3/4 yearly overview
The yearly overview provides suggested timings for each 
block of learning, which can be adapted to suit different 
term dates or other requirements.
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Autumn Block 1

Place value
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Small steps

Step 1 	 Hundreds, tens and ones

Step 2 	 Represent numbers to 1,000

Step 3 	 Partition numbers to 1,000

Step 4 	 Thousands

Step 5 	 Represent numbers to 10,000

Step 6 	 Partition numbers to 10,000

Step 7 	 Flexible partitioning

Step 8 	 Find 1, 10, 100 or 1,000 more or less
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Small steps

Step 9 	 Number line to 1,000

Step 10 	 Number line to 10,000

Step 11 	 Estimate on a number line

Step 12 	 Compare numbers

Step 13 	 Order numbers

Step 14 	 Round to the nearest 10

Step 15 	 Round to the nearest 100

Step 16 	 Round to the nearest 1,000
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Small steps

Step 17 	 Round to the nearest 10, 100 or 1,000

Step 18 	 Roman numerals
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Notes and guidance 
In this small step, children round numbers to the nearest 10. 
They begin by rounding 2-digit numbers, as it is clearer what 
the previous and next multiples of 10 are. When building on this, 
and starting to round 3-digit numbers, it is important to include 
examples that have zero as a placeholder in the tens column, 
for example 203, as children can often think that 200 is not a 
multiple of 10 because it is a multiple of 100

Number lines can be used not only to identify the previous and 
next multiple of 10, but also to show which multiple of 10 a 
number is closer to. As this is the first time that Year 3 children 
are introduced to rounding, they may require greater exposure 
to number lines, while Year 4 children may begin to make 
generalisations. Children should understand the convention that 
when the ones digit is 5, they round to the next multiple of 10

Avoid using language such as “round up” and “round down”, as 
this can lead to misconceptions. 

National Curriculum links

•	 Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1,000 (Y4)

Key questions
•	 What is the multiple of 10 before/after  ?

•	 Which multiple of 10 is  closer to? How do you know?

•	 Which numbers rounded to the nearest 10 result in zero?

•	 Which place value column do you need to look at to decide 
which multiple to round to?

Possible sentence stems

•	 The two multiples of 10 the number lies between are  
and 

 is closer to  than 

 rounded to the nearest 10 is 

Single age small step links

Things to look out for

•	 Children may look at the wrong column when deciding 
which way to round.

•	 Children may think that, for example, 52 “rounds down” 
and give the result as 42 or 40

•	 N/A •	 Round to the nearest 10 (Y4)

Round to the nearest 10
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Key learning

•	 Use the number line to help you complete the sentences.

	 14 is closer to  than 

	 14 rounded to the nearest 10 is 

	 18 is closer to  than 

	 18 rounded to the nearest 10 is 

•	 Complete the number line and the sentences.

	 52 is closer to  than 

	 52 rounded to the nearest 10 is 

	 55 is the same distance from  as it is from 

	 55 rounded to the nearest 10 is 

•	 Use the number line to help you complete the sentences.

	 167 rounded to the nearest 10 is 

	 163 rounded to the nearest 10 is 

	 160 rounded to the nearest 10 is 

	 165 rounded to the nearest 10 is 

•	 Round each number to the nearest 10

32 76 125 843 590 8

•	 Which numbers round to 430 to the nearest 10?

428           400           431           425          435          340          430

•	 Which numbers do not round to 60 to the nearest 10?

63           54           65           59          60          55          50

10 201511 12 13 14 16 17 18 19
160 170

5551 52 53 54 56 57 58 59

Round to the nearest 10
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Reasoning and problem solving 

245, 246, 247, 248, 
249, 250, 251, 252, 
253 or 254

Dexter
If the ones digit is 
a 5, the number 
rounds to the next 
multiple of 10

330

Whitney and Dexter are rounding 472 
to the nearest 10

Who is correct?

Explain your answer. 

When rounded to the nearest 10,  
there are 250 children in  
a school.

How many children could there be? 

What mistake has Tiny made?

Round 325 to the nearest 10

It rounds to 
480 because 7 is  
greater than 5

Whitney

It rounds to 
470 because 2  
is less than 5

Dexter

325 can round  
to 320 or 330 to the 

nearest 10

Round to the nearest 10
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Notes and guidance 
Building on the previous step, children now begin to round 
numbers to the nearest 100

Children begin by focusing on rounding 3-digit numbers, as it is 
clearer what the previous and next multiples of 100 are. Number 
lines continue to be used, particularly to support Year 3 children. 
It is important to discuss what is the same and what is different 
when rounding numbers to 10 and 100. Children can then begin 
to understand that when asked to round to a given number, they 
need to look at the next place value column to the right.

It is helpful to use examples that are less than 50, so children can 
see that these round to the previous multiple of 100, which is zero.  

As in the previous step, avoid using language such as “round up” 
and “round down”, as this can lead to misconceptions.

National Curriculum links

•	 Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1,000 (Y4)

Key questions
•	 What is the multiple of 100 before/after  ?

•	 Which multiple of 100 is  closer to? How do you know?

•	 Which numbers rounded to the nearest 100 result in zero?

•	 Which place value column do you need to look at to decide 
which multiple to round to?

Possible sentence stems

•	 The two multiples of 100 that the number lies between are 
 and 

 is closer to  than 

 rounded to the nearest 100 is 

Single age small step linksThings to look out for

•	 Children may look at the wrong column to decide which 
way to round, and use the hundreds column instead of 
the tens column.

•	 Children may focus on rules about “up” and “down” 
instead of looking at multiples of 100, for example 
rounding 432 to 402 or 332

•	 N/A •	 Round to the nearest 100 (Y4)

Round to the nearest 100
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Key learning

•	 Use the number line to help you complete the sentences.

	 120 is closer to  than 

	 120 rounded to the nearest 100 is 

	 170 is closer to  than 

	 170 rounded to the nearest 100 is 

•	 Complete the number line and the sentences.

	 480 is closer to  than 

	 480 rounded to the nearest 100 is 

	 433 is closer to  than 

	 433 rounded to the nearest 100 is 

•	 Use the number line to help you complete the sentences.

	 1,620 rounded to the nearest 100 is 

	 1,629 rounded to the nearest 100 is 

	 1,680 rounded to the nearest 100 is 

	 1,683 rounded to the nearest 100 is 

	 1,650 rounded to the nearest 100 is 

What do you notice?

•	 Round each number to the nearest 100

320 4,680 960

1,527 681 2,967

What do you notice?

•	 Which numbers round to 1,200 to the nearest 100?

1,000           1,240           1,222           1,130          1,180

100 200150110 120 130 140 160 170 180 190
1,600 1,700

450410 420 430 440 460 470 480 490

Round to the nearest 100
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Reasoning and problem solving 

multiple possible 
answers, e.g.

2,550, 2,622, 2,640, 
2613

750

849

795

804 250 to 294

305 to 349

To the nearest 100, there are 800 
people at a football match.

What is the smallest number of people 
that could be at the football match?

What is the greatest number of people 
that could be at the football match?

How would your answers change if 
the number of people at the football 
match was 800 when rounded to the  
nearest 10?

To the nearest 100, there are  
2,600 people at a concert. 

The sum of the digits in the number  
is 12

How many people could there be? 

Rosie is thinking of a number.

What number could Rosie be  
thinking of?

How many answers can you find? 

White Rose FC

My number 
rounds to 300 to the 
nearest 100, but to a 

different number when 
rounded to the 

nearest 10

Round to the nearest 100
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Notes and guidance 
Building on the previous small steps, children now round 
numbers to the nearest 1,000

Children begin by discussing which multiple of 1,000 a number is 
closest to. They can then identify that if the digit in the hundreds 
column is between zero and 4, they round to the previous 
multiple of 1,000, but if the digit in the hundreds column is 5 or 
above, they round to the next multiple of 1,000

As in the previous steps, number lines show children which 
multiple of 1,000 a number is closer to. Year 3 children will 
predominantly round using the number line representation, 
while Year 4 children should be encouraged to look at the value 
of the digits in the hundreds column to round a number to the 
nearest 1,000

Children can make links with rounding numbers to the nearest 
10 or 100, but this will be explored further in the next step.

National Curriculum links

•	 Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1,000 (Y4)

Key questions
•	 What is the multiple of 1,000 before/after  ?

•	 Which multiple of 1,000 is  closer to? How do you know?

•	 Which numbers rounded to the nearest 1,000 result in zero?

•	 Which place value column do you need to look at to decide 
which multiple to round to?

Possible sentence stems

•	 The two multiples of 1,000 that the number lies between are 
 and 

 is closer to  than 

 rounded to the nearest 1,000 is 

Single age small step links

Things to look out for

•	 Children may look at the wrong column to decide which 
way to round and use the thousands column instead of 
the hundreds column.

•	 N/A •	 Round to the nearest 1,000 
(Y4)

Round to the nearest 1,000
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•	 Use the number line to help you complete the sentences.

	 3,430 is closer to  than 

	 3,430 rounded to the nearest 1,000 is 

	 3,602 is closer to  than 

	 3,602 rounded to the nearest 1,000 is 

	 3,500 is the same distance from  as it is from 

	 3,500 rounded to the nearest 1,000 is 

•	 Round each number to the nearest 1,000

1,460 7,300 265 9,678 4,444

•	 Which numbers round to 7,000 to the nearest 1,000?

7,099           5,094           6,999           7,250          8,750           7,631

3,000 4,0003,500

Key learning

•	 Use the number line to help you complete the sentences.

	 2,400 is closer to  than 

	 2,400 rounded to the nearest 1,000 is 

	 2,859 is closer to  than 

	 2,859 rounded to the nearest 1,000 is 

•	 Complete the number line.

	 Draw an arrow to show 6,250 on the number line.

	 6,250 rounded to the nearest 1,000 is 

	 Draw an arrow to show 6,980 on the number line.

	 6,980 rounded to the nearest 1,000 is 

6,5006,100 6,200 6,300 6,400 6,600 6,700 6,800 6,900

2,000 3,0002,500

Round to the nearest 1,000
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Reasoning and problem solving 

5, 6, 7, 8 or 9

2,538

2,583

2,835

2,853

3,258

3,285No

395 rounded to  
the nearest 1,000  
is zero.

Ron uses the cards to make a  
4-digit number.

5
  

3
  

2
  

8

What number could Ron have made?

Is there more than  
one possibility?

Each of the numbers round to  
5,000 to the nearest 1,000

4,   03	 4,9   1	 5,19 

4,67  		 5,3   8	 4,   82

The same digit is missing from  
each number.

What could the missing digit be?

Do you agree with Tiny?

Explain your answer. 

My number 
rounds to 3,000 
to the nearest 

1,000

395 cannot 
round to the nearest 
1,000 as it has fewer 

than 5 hundreds.

Round to the nearest 1,000
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Notes and guidance 
In this small step, children round to the nearest 10, 100 or 1,000, 
choosing the appropriate columns to look at. 

Discuss with children what is the same and what is different 
when rounding numbers to the nearest 10, 100 or 1,000. Ensure 
children understand that when asked to round to a given 
number, they need to look at the place value column to the right 
of that of the required accuracy to decide whether to round to 
the previous or next multiple. It is worth discussing with children 
when each degree of accuracy is more appropriate. 

As with previous steps, encourage children to use number lines 
to support them when rounding to the nearest 10, 100 or 1,000, 
particularly Year 3 children, who may struggle to visualise the 
previous and next multiple.

National Curriculum links

•	 Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1,000 (Y4)

Key questions
•	 What is the multiple of 10/100/1,000 before/after  ?

•	 Which multiple of 10/100/1,000 is  closer to?  
How do you know?

•	 What is the same and what is different about rounding to the 
nearest 10, 100 or 1,000?

Possible sentence stems

•	 The two multiples of 10/100/1,000 that the number lies 
between are  and 

 is closer to  than 

 rounded to the nearest 10/100/1,000 is 

Single age small step linksThings to look out for

•	 When rounding numbers to different degrees of accuracy, 
children may look at the incorrect place value column(s).

•	 When rounding the same number to different degrees 
of accuracy, children may not always use the starting 
number but, for example, round it to the nearest 10, then 
round this value to the nearest 100 and so on.

•	 N/A •	 Round to the nearest 10, 100 
or 1,000 (Y4)

Round to the nearest 10, 100 or 1,000
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Key learning

•	 Draw an arrow to mark 1,452 on each number line.

Complete the sentences.

1,452 rounded to the nearest 10 is 

1,452 rounded to the nearest 100 is 

1,452 rounded to the nearest 1,000 is 

•	 Use the number line to help you complete the sentences.

368 rounded to the nearest 10 is 

368 rounded to the nearest 100 is 

368 rounded to the nearest 1,000 is 

1,450 1,460

1,400 1,500

1,000 2,000

0 1,000500100 200 300 400 600 700 800 900

•	 Complete the table.

Number 3,691 854 8,062 5,555

Rounded to the 
nearest 10

Rounded to the 
nearest 100

Rounded to the 
nearest 1,000

•	 Complete the sentences.

3,999  rounded to the nearest 10 is 

3,999  rounded to the nearest 100 is 

3,999  rounded to the nearest 1,000 is 

What do you notice?

•	 A baker uses 2,753 g of sugar.

Round the mass of sugar to the nearest 10 g, 100 g 
and kilogram.

Which do you think is the most appropriate way of rounding 
the number? Why?

Round to the nearest 10, 100 or 1,000
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Reasoning and problem solving 

Discuss this as  
a class.

Eva’s number could 
be between 1,995 
and 2,004

Mo’s number could 
be between 1,500 
to 1,504

Tiny has rounded 
to the nearest 
1,000 instead of the 
nearest 100

3,800

What could Eva and Mo’s  
numbers be?

Compare answers with a partner.

Would you round to the  
nearest 10, 100 or 1,000?

number of people at a music concert

number of people on a bus

number of books in a school library

What mistake has Tiny made? 

What is the correct answer?

Mo
But it rounds 

to 1,500 when rounded 
to the nearest 10 

or 100

3,824 rounded 
to the nearest 100 

is 4,000
Eva

My number 
rounds to 2,000 

when rounded to the 
nearest 10, 100 

or 1,000

My number 
also rounds to 2,000 
when rounded to the 

nearest 1,000

Round to the nearest 10, 100 or 1,000
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Notes and guidance 
This small step introduces children to Roman numerals and  
the Roman number system. They learn that I represents 1,  
V represents 5, X represents 10, L represents 50 and C 
represents 100

Children explore the similarities and differences between the 
Roman number system and our number system, understanding 
that the Roman system does not have a zero and does not use 
placeholders. 

By the end of this step, children should understand that 
numbers in the Roman number system follow these principles: 
letters are not usually written four times (for example, 4 is 
written as IV, instead of IIII and 40 is written as XL, instead of 
XXXX); if a lower value digit is written to the left of a higher value 
digit, it is subtracted (for example, IX = 10 − 1) and if it is written 
to the right, it is added (for example, XI = 10 + 1). 

Children in Year 3 may spend more time focusing on Roman 
numbers to 12, using the context of a clock face, while children 
in Year 4 will look at Roman numerals to 100 National Curriculum links

•	 Tell and write the time from an analogue clock, including using  
Roman numerals from I to XII, and 12-hour and 24-hour clocks (Y3)

•	 Read Roman numerals to 100 (I to C) and know that over time, the 
numeral system changed to include the concept of zero and  
place value (Y4)

Key questions
•	 What letters are used in the Roman number system?

•	 What rules do you use when converting numbers to  
Roman numerals?

•	 How do you know what order to write the letters in when 
using Roman numerals?

Possible sentence stems

•	 The letter  represents the number 

Single age small step links

Things to look out for

•	 Children may think that numbers like 99 can be written 
as IC instead of XCIX

•	 Roman numerals to 12 (Y3) •	 Roman numerals (Y4)

Roman numerals
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Key learning

•	 Match the numbers to the Roman numerals.

1 2 3 4 5 6 10 12

II V VI X I XII III IV

•	 Write Roman numerals to complete the clock face.

 

•	 Four numbers are written in Roman numerals.

XL XXI LXXVI XCV

What are the numbers? 

•	 Each diagram should show a number in numerals, words  
and Roman numerals. Complete the diagrams.

•	 Complete the calculations.

	 L + L = 			       IX + VII = 

	 C − XX = 		       X × V = 

•	 Write < , > or = to complete the statements.

99 C

LX XL

 

11 IX

7 + 5 XII

C − L L

XCIX C

8211

LXI

eleven

thirty- 
four

XII

III

VIII
V

II
I

X

VI

Roman numerals
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Reasoning and problem solving 

IX

V

Tiny writes the number 9 in  
Roman numerals.

VIIII

Explain Tiny’s mistake.

Write the number 9 in  
Roman numerals. 

Which of these Roman numerals is 
never written to the left of X?

I
    

V
    

L
    

C

C

multiple possible 
answers, e.g.

X × X

XC + X

XXV × IV

Work out the calculation, giving your 
answer in Roman numerals.

LXXII + XXVIII

Use Roman numerals to make up  
some other calculations that have the 
same answer.

False

Is the statement true or false?

XXX + III = XXXIII, so  

XXXIII + XXXIII = XXXIIIXXXIII

Explain your answer. 

Roman numerals
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